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AND 


Daily Bills of the Play. 
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“ Nothing extenuate, nor set down aught io malice,”’—Othello. 


No. 5715. Wednesday, April 15, 1840. _ Price Id. 


~ “The Play’s the thing.” —Ask for Taomas’s Observer. _ 


THE Concerts, ala Valentino, re-commenced io the great room 
atthe Crowo and Anchor Tavern last evening, and attracted a 
respectable audience, They are to be repeated to-night, oa 
Thorsday, aod Saturday. 

Behind the Scenes.—The Prefect of Police has renewed his 
ordoonance against the intrusion of unauthorised persons behind the 
scenes of the Theatres of the capital, the Opera included. No 
persons not of the company, except the authors, composers, or 
ballet-masters of the piece in performance, are to be allowed be- 
bind the scenes. The resson of this ordonvance is not only the 
inconvenience occasioned to the actors, but also the danger of ac- 
cidents arising from the workiog of the machinery in such a 
crowded space, and of fire from the pompiers aod servants being 
much hindred by intruders in the performance of their duty.— 
Paris Print. 

Music of Persia.—Al Farabi, a philosopher, who died about 
the middle of the tenth century, on his return from the pilgri- 
mage of Mecca, introduced himself, though a stranger, at the 
court of Sziffeddovla, Sultan ofSyria. Musicians were sccidentally 
performiag, and he joined them. The Prince admired his playiog, 
and wished to hear something of hisown. Al Farabi, willing to 
afford him that gratification immediately, drew a composition from 
his pockets, and distributing the parts among the band, the first 
movement threw thePrioce and his courtiers into violent laughter, 
the next melted all into tears, and the lest lulled even the per- 
formers asleep. 

A Spanish Play Bill.—To the Sovereign of Heaven—to the 
Mother of the Eterosl World—to the Polar Star of Spain—to the 
Faithful Protectress of the Spanish Nation—to the honour and 
glory of the Most Holy Virgin Mery, for the benefit, and for the 
propegation of her worship the company of Cornelians will this 
day give a representation of the comic piece, called Nanine. 
The celebrated Italian will also dance the Fandango, and the The- 
atre will be illuminated. 

Anecdote of Sheridan.—TheHon. Mr. S, having finished a Tra- 
gedy, sent it to Sheridan with a note, requesting an early opinion, 
aod offericg it for performance at Drury Lane. The manager 
looked over the manuscript, but seeing nothing fit for representa 
tion, laid it on the table before the noble author, who called two 
days after, without saying a word. ‘‘ Well now, my desr Mr. 
Sheridan,” said the dramatist, ‘‘ what do you think ofit? My 
friend Cumberland bas promised me a prologue ; and I dare say, 
for the interest of the Theatre, you will bsve no objection to sup- 
ply me with ar epilogue?” ‘‘ Trust me, my dear Sir,” replied 
Sheridan, dryly, and snaking his head, “ it will never come to thai, 
depend on’t.” : 

: E, & J. Thomas, Printers, 6, Exeter Street, Strand. 























THE THEATRICAL OBSERVER. 


Number of Theatres in London in 1630.—It is untrue that 
Theatres have increased in number withia a short period. Prynne, 
in his Histrio Mastriz, states there were nineteen play-houses 
in London about the year 1630 ; and it appears from Rymer’s MS. 
that there were no less than twenty-three theatricsl houses ia the 
metropolis. 

In Garrick’s reign, justly called the golden age of the Drama, 
and for some years after, Hampton was the resort and residence of 
the poets and great actors of the day. Pope aod Mrs. Clive lived 
at Twickenham ; Thompson at Richmoad; Tom Kiog, Beard, 
sod Garrick, at Hampton; and Mrs. Badderley (the frail fair one, 
whose memoirs are so interesting) lived and died at Moulsey. 


Fashionable Lounges. 
To the Editor of The Theatrical Observer. 


Dsaa Ma. Enitoa.—Just wish to say a word—beg pardon, but will you { 
excuse me~I have to mention that I've arranged so as to rub shoulders with 
my friends and the fashionsble world at one or other of the Grand Lounges 
about town :— 

Monday, stroll’d to Madame Toussaun’s elegant Exhibition, Golden Corinthian 
Saloon, Baker-st., Po: tman Sq.—Just added to their unrivalled collection, the 
splendid full length figures of Her Majesty the Queen, in her Windsor uniform, 
and Prince Albert in his military costume, also the group of John Kuox, reprov- ' 
ing Mary Queen of Scots, consisting of Mary, Elizabeth, Henry VIII, Luther, 

Calvin, and Knox, in magnificent costumea. 

Tuesday, I am to be found at the Rovat Drornama, Regent’s Park, admiring 
the two splendid Paintings byLe Chevalier Bouton, representing The Coronation 
of Her Majesty Queen Victoria, in Westminster Abbey, and the Interior of the 
Church of Santa Croce, at Florence, with all the effect of light and shade, from 
noon till miduight. This Exhibition is always crowded with fashionables. 

Wednesday, pop into the Cosmonama, 209,Regent Street, to view the new und 
splendid views now exhibiting—quite delighted, Much amused with the 
astonishing feats of The Industrious Fleas, which are also daily to be seen here. 

In my way from the Theatre, drop into the Harmonic Meeting, held at EvaNns’s 
Grand Hotel, King Street, Covent Garden,—quite delighted with the excellence 
of the singing, commences every evening at ten o’clock. When Mrs. P. is out of 
town, stay a week, and only pay a guinea for bed and breakfast. I’m always 
to be found on Saturday, at half-past five, at the Convivial Dinner ke‘d here. 

Thursday, pay a visit to the Somerset Gallery, Strand, next to Somerset 
House, to witness The Industrious Fleas go through their extraordiuary per- 
formance of dancing, ridiug, driving, &c. also two Fleas deciding an affair of 
honour sword in hand. I then visited the Royal Glass Working Exhibition, paid 
only sixpence for admission, and received an article in return, 

** All good spirits come to my Beck,’’ at his Dr. Johnson’s Tavern, Bolt Court, 
Fleet St'eet—where you meet excelleut company—capital fare at fair prices— 
delightful singing—(commences every evening at a quarter to nine,) cigars, 
billiards, good beds, and an enticing bill of fare, 

Friday, drop into The Florentine Anatomical Museum, 27, Margaret Street, 
Regent Street, to admire the splendid Anatomical Figures of Venus & Adonis, 
modelled from nature, and as large as life, 

On the same day, paid a delightful visit to The Typorama, Quadrant, Regent i) 
Street, a large and accurate modelled view of The Underlciff of the Isle of 
White, constructed by L. L. B. Ibbotson, sq. For the tovers of Geology, a 
number of the fossils have been collected, and specimens of the remarkable 
plants, sea weeds, insects, &c. found in the neighbourhood. j 

Afterwards called at Emmett’s, 27, HolbornHill, to view his Nove! Pen Maker 
by which any one can make a superior Pen to less than one minute—also bis 
much improved Needle Threader, to enable Ladies, whose sight is impairad te 
thread their needles with the greatest ease—a most ingenious contrivance. 

“* Why are my eyes like Balfe’s Opera of The Maidof Artois?” ‘ Because H 
they’ve got the Lightof Other Days inthem!” through trying the efficacy of 
Grimstone’s Herbacious Eye Snuff—a 2s. 4d, & 1s. 3d. Canister restored my 
visual organs—quite a miracle—left off my spectacles.—Bought at 39, Broac-ste 
Bloomsbury—have a care to the inventor’s signature—and that it is patronized } 
by the Royal Family and authorized by her Majesty's Treasury on each canister. 

On Saturday, 1 examine Miss Linwvod’s curious Needle Work, Leicester 
Square—just ‘added other beautiful specimens of her art —But J intrude—beg 
pardon—Your’s &c.—=PAUL PRY. 
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Majesty's 273% Theatre. 
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ITALIAN OPERA HOUSE. 


PE NES ERR RES 


ThisEvening, & During theWeek, 


ASTRONOMY ! 
| Mr. JAMES HOWELL 


Will have the honor of delivering his ANNuaL Lecturg, during the Lenten 
Season, at the above Magnificent Theatre, which will be illustrated by his 
admired 


TELLUERIAN 


Representing the Earth per’orming its Circuit through a 


ZODIAC OF STARS, 


Upwards of 100 Feet in Circumference! 
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| Together with one of the most Splendid 


ORRERIES 


Ever submitted to the Public, 


Introducing many Extensive Scenes presenting a 
degree of Brilliance never yet attempted in 
any Lecture upon this Science, the whole 

being illumined by a new and peculiar 
Method. 
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The Amusements of the Evening will terminate with an Exhibition of 


DISSOLV ING 
VIEWS, 


Prepared expressly by My. C HILDE, ccmmensurate with the 


IMMENSE S'TTAGE! 


The Quadrant Regent Street, 

Perspective Grove, 

Rui ns of the Palace of the Cesars 

Panorama from Blackfriars to Southwark Bridge. 
Tower of London, 

Valiain Abbey, Moonlight, 

Ship at Anchor, 

Ditto in Distress, 

Ditto Morning after the Storm. 

Interior of St. Peter’s, Rome 

Vaults in St. Peter’s, Oxford 

Lake of Como, 
Castle of Chilton, 

Dungeons of Chillon 

Water Mill, Summer 

Ditto, Winter, 

Artic Regions, 

Nelson’s Pillar, Yarmouth 

Windsor Castle. 
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Alteratiom in Prices, The Stalls at Pit Price. 
Boxes—Lower Tiers, 4s. Upper Tiers, 2s. Pit and Stalis, 1s. Commence at 3 





Printed & Published. every Morning, by E. & J, Tromas, 6. Exeter Street, 
Strand —Ali Lettersto be post paid.— Printing in Geueral. 
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